
LINCOLN CHAFEE ON PRISON REFORM 
 

LINCOLN CHAFEE SUPPORTED STRICT SENTENCING FOR SEX OFFENDERS 
 
Lincoln Chafee Supported Increases In Mandatory Minimums For Repeat Sex Offenders. “Sen. 
Lincoln Chafee today supported legislation which will protect children and strengthen penalties against 
sex offenders. The Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006, as it is known, will significantly 
toughen penalties for crimes against children; combat internet predators, child pornography, and child 
exploitation; and prevent child abuse. Chafee was pleased to support this important legislation: ‘I am 
proud to join in supporting this legislation which will impose enhanced sanctions for the most serious 
crimes against children and raise mandatory minimum penalties for repeat offenders,’ Senator Chafee 
said. ‘Every day, 4 children die as a result of child abuse. While most states have registries, the 
information is not always shared with other states. The legislation passed today in the Senate will enable 
officials in all 50 states to share information and more effectively investigate child abuse cases,’ he 
continued.” [Press Release, Office of Senator Lincoln Chafee, 7/20/06] 
 
Lincoln Chafee Signed A Measure That Prohibited Early Prison Release Based Solely On Good 
Behavior For Those Who Committed Heinous Crimes. “Governor Chafee on Tuesday signed into law 
a measure that will prohibit early prison release based solely on good behavior for those serving time for 
particularly heinous crimes. The law, which takes effect on July 1, applies to people who are convicted 
after that date of murder, assault with intent to commit murder, rape, child molestation and child 
kidnapping. The legislation adds some crimes for which someone can earn time off their terms by 
completing prison work and education programs, something that General Assembly supporters of the 
legislation saw as making someone earn credits toward reducing time served rather than giving time off 
simply for good behavior.” [Providence Journal, 6/7/12] 
 

LINCOLN CHAFEE CRITICIZED SHELDON WHITEHOUSE FOR BEING SOFT ON 
CORRUPTION 
 
Lincoln Chafee Criticized Sheldon Whitehouse For Being Soft On Government Corruption As A 
Prosecutor. “The debate was largely cordial, even though it comes at a time when the race has become 
increasingly nasty. Chafee has been trying to tie Whitehouse to public corruption a persistent problem in 
Rhode Island. On Wednesday, he held a news conference to accuse Whitehouse of incompetence when 
he was a prosecutor and display a photo of a smiling Whitehouse with former Providence Mayor Vincent 
‘Buddy’ Cianci, who is serving a federal prison term for corruption.” [Associated Press, 10/26/06] 
 

LINCOLN CHAFEE’S FATHER INTRODUCED ANTI-HAND GUN LEGISLATION 
 
Lincoln Chafee’s Father Introduced Legislation To Ban All Handguns As Senator. “Sen. John 
Chafee, R-R.I., said Monday he plans to introduce legislation to ban handguns, with provisions for the 
government to buy back weapons from gun owners. Chafee said Americans own an estimated 67 million 
handguns, more than twice as many as 20 years ago, and the guns contribute at least $ 4 billion a year to 
U.S. health care costs. ‘This staggering, shameful carnage and the costs - both human and financial - that 
accompany it, should hold no place in our society,’ Chafee said at a news conference. ‘Pretty soon, a 
handgun death is going to affect every family in America.’” [Associated Press, 6/1/92] 
 

LINCOLN CHAFEE SUPPORTED IDEAS ALTERNATIVE TO PRISON FOR 
VICTIMLESS CRIMES 
 
Lincoln Chafee Supported Alternative Sentencing For Victimless Crimes. “Responding to a question 
on the cost of the state's prison system, Chafee said he favors exploring alternative sentencing for crimes 
often called victimless, such as prostitution and low-level drug possession.” [Associated Press, 10/28/10] 
 



Chafee Was Against A E-Verify Law In Rhode Island. “An executive order issued by Governor Carcieri 
more than two years ago to curb illegal immigration has resulted in the dismissal of one state employee, 
the rejection of about a dozen bid proposals from potential state vendors, and referral to federal 
immigration authorities of nearly 40 criminals suspected of being here illegally. … But Governor-elect 
Lincoln D. Chafee, convinced that the order has been both divisive and unproductive, has pledged to 
rescind it as one of his first acts upon taking office in January. It has ostracized our Latino communities 
and has proved ineffective, Chafee said on Monday.  We are only a handful of states using this system, 
and it has done more harm than good.” [Providence Journal, 11/20/10] 
 

On Drugs, Chafee Has Called Sentencing “Harsh,” Signed Bills Allowing 
Dispensaries And Medical Marijuana, And Suggested A Plan Called “Pot For 
Potholes” 
 
Lincoln Chafee Called Drug Sentencing For Cocaine “Harsh.” “The discussion over admitted drug 
use has forced candidates to respond to questions on drug issues, including decriminalization. Chafee, 
however, said he does not have an opinion on the subject because it's not an issue he has had to deal 
with as the mayor of Warwick. ‘I've got to bone up on that now, the pros and cons on decriminalization.’ 
But he did agree that one particular part of the drug sentencing guidelines seems a little tough. According 
to the Attorney General's office, someone convicted of possessing a ‘small amount’ of cocaine could face 
three years in prison - a sentence Chafee called ‘harsh’ on its surface.” [Associated Press, 8/23/99] 
 
Lincoln Chafee Signed Bill That Allowed Three Marijuana Dispensaries In Rhode Island. “Governor 
Lincoln Chafee has signed into law a bill that will clear the way for the establishment of three small 
dispensaries, each capable of growing a maximum of 99 mature plants. U.S. Attorney Peter Neronha has 
said he will enforce federal drug laws but has stopped short of saying he will shut down the so-called 
‘compassion centers.’” [NPR, 5/24/12] 
 
Lincoln Chafee Signed Legislation Amending Rhode Island’s Medical Marijuana Law That Allowed 
48 Mature Plants In Coops. “Legislation that amends Rhode Island’s medical marijuana law, resetting 
the amounts of marijuana that can be grown in some settings and establishing new regulatory 
mechanisms, has been signed by Governor Chafee. The legislation is based on a more far reaching 
proposal for regulation and other changes that was introduced by a working group of law enforcement 
leaders and other professionals led by the attorney general’s office. The legislation signed by Governor 
Chafee largely concerns cooperatives where people  join together to grow medical marijuana. It limits the 
amount of medical marijuana grown in coops in non-residential settings to 10 ounces, 48 mature plants, 
and 24 seedlings. It requires that coops in non-residential settings comply with municipal codes, including 
building codes.” [Providence Journal, 7/9/14] 
 
Lincoln Chafee Discussed “Politics Of The Drug War” At An Event About Filling Jails Due To The 
War On Drugs, And Suggested U.S. Response Based On “Interdiction, Eradication, And Crop 
Substitution” Was Not Working. “The war on drugs has long been about heavy bombing rather than 
thoughtful prevention. Jails and prisons fill up due to mandatory sentencing laws. U.S. officials tell poor 
farmers in other countries that they have to destroy their cash crop because if they don't it will eventually 
go up the noses of bored Americans. And the national drug appetite continues to grow and continues to 
demand more and more. … The conference begins today at 5 when former Sen. Lincoln D. Chafee 
discusses ‘Politics of the Drug War.’ Chafee, who teaches a noncredit course at Brown, calls the whole 
issue of drug policy and its reform ‘politically hazardous.’ He said that as a member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and chairman of its Western Hemisphere subcommittee, oversight of narcotics was 
one of his main concerns. Chafee visited the ‘growing regions’ where the raw products of illegal drugs are 
produced. He said that the standard U.S. response has been ‘interdiction, eradication and crop 
substitution.’ But he says that coca growers are becoming a political force in some countries and political 
candidates who support them are getting elected.” [Providence Journal, 4/13/07] 
 
Lincoln Chafee Wrote To Federal Authorities Seeking Reclassification Of Marijuana To 
Acknowledge Its Medical Value. “Rhode Island already allows individuals with certain chronic health 



conditions to use small amounts of medicinal marijuana. Chafee has written to federal authorities seeking 
the reclassification of marijuana to acknowledge that it has medical value.” [Associated Press, 6/5/12] 
 
Lincoln Chafee Suggested An Infrastructure Plan Called “Pot For Potholes.” “During a Monday 
appearance on HuffPost Live, Rhode Island Gov. Lincoln Chafee (D) discussed one of the most stoner-
sounding ideas for putting marijuana tax revenues to good use in his state. ‘Somebody was saying to me 
about the bad weather we've been having back home and all the potholes, we should have the revenue 
go to infrastructure -- pot for potholes. Fix up our roads and bridges and fill our potholes, it's a bad winter 
up there,’ Chafee said. … ‘Let's take it step by step on full legalization of marijuana, though; we want to 
see how it's working in Colorado,’ Chafee added. ‘Certainly, the revenue is enticing for all governors.’” 
[Huffington Post, 2/24/14] 
 

LINCOLN CHAFEE WAS AGAINST PARENTAL CONSENT FOR ABORTION 
 
Lincoln Chafee Voted Against A Parental Consent For Abortion For Minors Bill. “A bill that would 
make it a crime to take a minor across state lines for an abortion without her parents' knowledge passed 
the Senate yesterday, but vast differences with the House version stood between the measure and 
President Bush's desk. … Fourteen Democrats and 51 Republicans voted for the bill. Four Republicans 
voted against it: Lincoln Chafee of Rhode Island, Susan Collins of Maine, Olympia Snowe of Maine and 
Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., was absent.” [Providence Journal, 
7/26/06] 
 

LINCOLN CHAFEE SIGNED LEGISLATION THAT MADE IT ILLEGAL FOR 
PRISONERS TO HAVE CELL PHONES 
 
Chafee Signed A Law That Made It Illegal For Prisoners To Have Cell Phones. “It's now against the 
law in Rhode Island for prison inmates to possess cellphones. Legislation signed into law by Gov. Lincoln 
Chafee (CHAY'-fee) makes possession of a cellphone by an inmate a crime punishable by a $5,000 fine 
or up to five more years in prison.” [Associated Press, 6/25/11] 
 

LINCOLN CHAFEE ATTEMPTED TO REFUSE TO TURN OVER A SUSPECTED 
MURDERER TO FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO SPARE USE OF DEATH PENALTY 
 
Chafee Refused To Surrender Murder Suspect To Federal Authorities Because He Could Face The 
Death Penalty In Federal Court. “A 1st U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals panel agreed Thursday to stay a 
court order that Rhode Island prison officials surrender murder suspect Jason Wayne Pleau to federal 
authorities in a potential death-penalty case. The three-judge panel, in a split vote, agreed to stay the 
case until it can hear arguments July 28. Judges Juan R. Torruella and O. Rogeriee Thompson voted in 
favor of the delay, with Judge Michael Boudin dissenting. … Governor Chafee a week earlier had refused 
to surrender Pleau to federal authorities, citing Rhode Island s longstanding rejection of the death penalty. 
Under federal law, Pleau could face life imprisonment or the death penalty for his alleged crimes.” 
[Providence Journal, 7/8/11] 
 

• Federal Appeals Court Ruled They Would Not Hold Up Federal Murder Case. “A federal appeals 
court refused on Monday to delay a federal murder case against a Rhode Island man at the center of 
a tug-of-war between Gov. Lincoln Chafee and federal prosecutors. The 1st U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Boston said in a 3-2 decision that an arraignment and initial hearings for Jason Pleau, who 
may face the death penalty if convicted, ‘should move forward immediately.’ Rhode Island does not 
have capital punishment.” [Associated Press, 5/21/12] 

 

LINCOLN CHAFEE PRIVATE PRISON DONATIONS 
 
Corrections Corp Did Not Donate To Lincoln Chafee For Senate. [Opensecrets, accessed 4/28/15] 
 

https://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/pacgot.php?cmte=C00366468&cycle=2006


Corrections Corp Did Not Donate To Lincoln Chafee For Governor. [Influence Explorer, accessed 
4/28/15] 
 
Geo Group Did Not Donate To Lincoln Chafee For Senate. [Opensecrets, accessed 4/28/15] 
 
Geo Group Did Not Donate To Lincoln Chafee For Governor. [Influence Explorer, accessed 4/28/15] 
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